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Appendix to Curriculum Policy 2019/20 

Academy Curriculum Rationale & Approach (academy name here) 

 

Applegarth Curriculum Design & Intent 

 

Underpinning all we do is a belief that every moment a child is in school is precious and so 

everything we do is ‘on purpose’. We aim to create a nurturing school community where 

our children’s learning experiences are varied and inclusive; ensuring the highest 

standards of learning, where all children reach their full potential whilst being inspired to 

continue learning in the future.  The following outlines the key drivers for our decision 

making around the curriculum at Applegarth. 
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Driver What does this look like? Why is it important for our children? 

Collaboration 
- Learning in teams 

- 5 behaviours for learning 

- Developing independence and 

confidence 

We want our children to appreciate the value of 

working as a team and the power in drawing on 

other’s ideas, opinions and knowledge.  Our 

children will be equipped with the social-skills to 

enable them to work cooperatively with those 

around them. 

Creativity 
- Development of Sport and the Arts 

- Community events & engagement 

- Environment 

- Educational visits, visitors & opportunities  

We want our children to be passionate life-long 

learners with a thirst for finding out more. Our 

children are encouraged to lead their learning; 

to ponder, to dream, to discover and to ask 

questions. We seek to excite, enthuse and 

engage our children through carefully-crafted 

creative learning opportunities, experiences and 

trips.  

Communication 

- Pupil voice 

- Strong emphasis on language 

development 

- Use of sentence stems 

- Writing for purpose 

- P4C 

- ELP Learning provision  

We believe that our children can make a positive 

impact on the community, their country and their 

world and therefore, we seek to equip our 

children with the tools to be effective 

communicators who present themselves with the 

confidence that they have a voice worth 

listening to. 

Applying 

Learning 

- RRS / P4C 

- Application of knowledge and skills in 

every lesson. 

- Pupil leadership and pupil led learning 

- Computer literacy 

Growing up in this area, in this city presents both 

unique benefits and challenges for our children. 

We strive to celebrate and harness the positive 

and empower our children to tackle the 

challenges and apply their skills in a variety of 

forms. 

Stand out from 

the crowd 

Using all of the above to create confident, 

courteous and collaborative children who are 

able to demonstrate a wide variety of awareness 

of the their surroundings and world. 

If our children are to ‘stand out from the crowd’ 

they not only need the academic excellence 

but also the social skills to work alongside others 

and develop leadership skills. 
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Curriculum Context & Development: 

 

READING: What we know is that children at Applegarth come to us with skills and 

knowledge below that of their peers nationally.  They don’t have similar opportunities 

within their family units that their peers across the country have.  Therefore we have a 

responsibility to accelerate these experiences, skills and knowledge to close all the gaps 

necessary before children reach year 6 and complete their primary education. Children 

are streamed by ability throughout the academy in order to ensure that they can be 

suitably targeted and receive teaching that is tailored towards their areas of need. 

We know this approach is meeting our children’s needs, due to the strength in our 

provision and the end of key stage outcomes over the last 4 years. 

 

MATHS:  Perceptions of maths within the community has in the past prevented high 

expectations of what our children can achieve.  In order for us to have high 

expectations of teaching and the curriculum we have adopted a mastery approach 

which centres around collaboration and language development to ensure that our 

children have the tools to confidently learn in maths, whilst also ensuring that our 

community see maths as an achievable and lifelong skill. 
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How Success for All (our English Strategy) work? 

 

Success for All makes reading the cornerstone of the curriculum. For 

children to succeed in school, they must be reading at the national 

curriculum stage of learning by the end of each year group. They also 

need effective teachers, so SFA includes intensive professional 

development, on-going coaching support, and data tools to give 

teachers feedback on how children are learning and where they need 

additional teaching or extra help. SFA involves the whole community in 

implementing effective teaching that is based on the best research on 

what works. Success for All makes learning fun and engaging for 

children and helps teachers become knowledgeable, skilled 

instructional leaders. 

 

 How is SFA different? 

 

Success for All is unique in so many ways! 

• Cooperative learning is used all the time. Children work together 

productively to learn and take responsibility for one another. 

• Technology is deeply embedded in daily teaching and learning. 

• Children are highly motivated, engaged, noisy, and on task. 

• The pace of teaching is fast, and the kids keep up with it. 

• Every minute of teaching is well planned, exciting, and engaging. 

• Learning is constantly monitored, and problems are solved the right way. 

• Teachers teach the whole child. Social and emotional learning, 

behaviour, and cooperation are as important as academics. 

• Professional development is excellent and going on every day. 

Teachers know their craft and apply it with intelligence, adapting it 

to their students' needs. 

• Everyone is involved in support of children’s success—

teachers, parents, community members, and the children 

themselves. 

• A facilitator from the school’s leadership team works with teachers 

every day to help every teacher succeed and grow in skill and 

sophistication. 

• There is a strong research base in every aspect of SFA and in the 

strategy as a whole. 
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Philosophy and overarching principles - Maths 

 

All children will learn  

All children can be successful at mathematics when given high quality 

instruction and meaningful support. 

 

Collaboration supports mastery 

Children learn through collaboration. The opportunity to work with others 

supports understanding and encourages the development of problem solving 

and reasoning skills.  

 

Depth is prioritised over breadth  

Each topic should be explored in greater depth and in a variety of ways; a 

topic is only considered to be complete when the children’s knowledge is 

secure. 

 

All children move on together 

Children progress through learning at broadly the same pace, with 

opportunities for faster graspers to deepen their understanding. 

 

Focus on understanding 

The ability to solve a calculation is not enough; children must be able to 

demonstrate and articulate their understanding of the mathematical 

concept. 
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Features of a successful mathematics lesson utilising a mastery approach 

include: 

 

Planning and design 

 Coherent, carefully sequenced learning steps: each part of the lesson supports the children 

accessing the next part. 

 ‘Ping Pong’ instructional model: there is a high level  of back and forth between teacher 

instruction and pupil activities, e.g. a six-part lesson. 

 Conceptual variation: the mathematical concept is presented in a variety of ways so children 

are able to discern the essential features. 

 Multiple representations: a variety of manipulative and pictorial representations have been 

used to explain the mathematical concept. 

 Procedural variation: questions have been chosen with care to demonstrate a particular 

concept, ensuring that calculations are more than simply finding an answer, but about 

understanding patterns and concepts too. 

 Depth for all: every child in the lesson has the opportunity to apply their key learning through 

extension, application, reasoning or problem solving (or a combination). 

 Scaffolding: support is available for those who need it (this could be additional concrete 

resources or further support from the teacher in a focus group). 

 

Delivery 

 

Collaboration Communication Application 

 Talk tasks in groups or 

pairs to develop 

understanding 

 Accurate and 

appropriate vocabulary 

is used by all 

 There is an opportunity 

to develop 

mathematical fluency 

 Transition time between 

activities used for 

mathematical chants, 

rhymes or songs 

 Stem sentences are 

available and referred 

to in order to provide 

clarity on how to speak 

mathematically 

 Children have the 

opportunity to go from 

specific examples of 

concepts to developing 

these into general rules 
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Curriculum Context & Development: 

 

WRITING: 

The standard of writing at our academy is strong, this has developed year on year and is due 

to our continued refinement of our curriculum to ensure that it meets the needs of our 

children. 

Therefore, there has had to be significant time invested in developing knowledge across the 

academy.  We have 2 aspects to the teaching of writing across the academy: 

- Taught skills and practice, through our English lessons and discrete GPS lessons 

- Applied writing, within the wider curriculum to allow our children to apply the taught 

writing skills, whilst also demonstrating what they have learnt within their topics. 

In introducing the latter, the key reason for this has been the necessity to introduce 

opportunities for children to apply their skills without being guided fully through the writing 

process.   

 

WIDER CURRICULUM: 

As a result of poor leadership this aspect of the curriculum has never been good and has not 

given children the opportunity to develop their knowledge & skills across a wide variety of 

subjects. 

In line with our 5 guiding principles: COLLABORATION, CREATIVITY, COMMUNICATION, 

STANDING OUT FROM THE CROWD, APPLICATION the curriculum has been shaped around 

these 5 core principles so that our children can apply key skills we know they need to excel in 

to become lifelong learners.   

The curriculum has many opportunities for applying skills in the core subjects as well as 

developing a love of learning for a variety of subjects.  We are specialising in delivery of the 

following subject areas this year: Sport, P4C, Music, French, RRS and Dance 

 

OVERALL OUR CURRICULUM, EXCELLENCE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HAS: 

- SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED PUPIL NUMBERS 

- ENSURED THAT OUTCOMES ARE SIGNIGIFICANTLY ABOVE THE NATIONAL 

AVERAGE 

- ALLOWED US TO BE AN ACADEMY FOR THE TRUST WHICH DEVELOPS TEACHERS 

AND LEADERS FOR THE FUTURE. 


