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Applegarth Academy’s English Curriculum Approach and Rationale 2022/23 

 

 

 

 

Driver 
What does this look 

like? 
Why is it important for our children? 

Collaboration 

- Learning in 

teams 

- 5 behaviours for 

learning 

- Developing 

independence 

and confidence 

W e w ant our children to appreciate the value of 

w orking as a team and the pow er in draw ing on 

other’s ideas, opinions and know ledge.  Our 

children w ill be equipped w ith the social-skills to 

enable them to w ork cooperat ively w ith those 

around them. 

Curiosity  

- Development of 

Sport  and the 

Arts 

- Community  

events & 

engagement 

- Environment  

- Educational 

v isits, v isitors & 

opportunit ies  

W e w ant our children to be passionate life-long 

learners w ith a thirst  for finding out more. Our 

children are encouraged to lead their learning; to 

ponder, to dream, to discover and to ask quest ions. 

W e seek to ex cite, enthuse and engage our 

children through carefully -crafted learning 

opportunit ies, ex periences and educational v isits. 

W e believe that our children can make a posit ive 

impact on the community , their country  and their 

w orld and therefore w e w ill encourage them to ask 

the big quest ions: ‘W hy  is this happening? W hat can 

I  do about? How  can it  be done?’ and give them 

the opportunity  to put this into pract ise.  

Communication 

- Pupil voice 

- Strong emphasis 

on language 

development 

- Use of sentence 

stems 

- W rit ing for 

purpose 

- P4C 

W e seek to equip our children w ith the tools to be 

effect ive communicators w ho present themselves 

w ith the confidence that they  have a voice w orth 

listening to. W e value pupil voice and act ively  

encourage our children in their right to be heard.   

 

 

 

 

Underpinning all we do is a belief that every moment a child is in school is precious and 

so everything we do is ‘on purpose’. We aim to create a nurturing school community 

where our children’s learning experiences are varied and inclusive; ensuring the highest 

standards of learning, where all children reach their full potential whilst being inspired to 

continue learning in the future.  The following outlines the key drivers for our           

decision-making around the curriculum at Applegarth. 
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Curriculum Context & Development: 

Reading:  

In order to raise the attainment and close gaps we have chosen our approach to be Success for All . Success for All (SFA) 

is a reading and writing programme devised to accelerate and challenge children’s reading and writing abilit ies. It 

initially lays strong foundations in both oracy and English with Nursery and Reception children and goes on to prov ide  

systematic teaching throughout the primary years. SFA provides a wide range of opportunities for children to explore 

and develop phonic knowledge and comprehension strategies; develop vocabulary and spelling; improve 

grammatical awareness; analyse whole texts; and develop writing in a range of genres, all whilst exposing children to a 

wide range of interesting, bright and diverse range of literature.  

Key features of the Reading curriculum: 

 

 Roots - This Key Stage One programme builds on the systematic teaching of synthetic phonics in Reception. The 

four basic components of Roots consist of Fast -Track Phonics, Shared Stories, Story Telling and Retelling, and 

Writing.  

 

 Wings – This Key Stage Two programme has a strong focus on reading for fluency and comprehension. The main 

aim of Wings is to give children a love of reading and create fluent and confident readers by the end of Year 6, 

well-able to clarify and question a range of texts. Wings supports and challenges both basic and more 

competent readers. It develops their skills through reading a wide range of carefully selected literature including 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  

 

 Language development – our supportive model of language development with a heightened emphasis on 

speaking first and mastering this runs alongside our understanding of children’s development at every stage of 

their education with us.  Sentence stems are developed and aid understanding of the learning process, 

expectation and application for all children. 

 

Writing:  

 Writing is taught across 2 different areas within the curriculum – the skills within English lessons and the ability to 

apply their skills within the text they are reading & across the Wider Curriculum through applied writing 

demonstrating language and knowledge taught. 

 Expectations of writing are highlighted within our progressive writing guidance for all year groups. 

 Teachers are prov ided with clear guidance on the progression of their writing development. 

 Green models are written by teachers to use as models to highlight misconceptions, specific aspects of 

grammar and the expectation of writing. 

 Moderation takes place throughout phase meetings and within one staff meeting within each half term – this 

aids the progressive understanding of children’s skills, gaps and strengths across year groups and the academy 

as a whole. 

 Using the same text from English lessons or the green model, teachers plan a learning sequence for writing.  

 This begins with identifying the purpose for writing – to entertain, to inform, to persuade or to discuss.  

 The skills needed for each writing purpose are built and the children have time to practice and consolidate this 

learning collaboratively as a class or within teams.  

 When the children are ready to write they then begin drafting in their English or Writing Progress books (Applied 

writing). They are reminded that their work is in draft form so they are ready to edit and improve. 

 After conferencing with the teacher, the child is then expected to begin the work again - building on and 

improving their work based on the conversation with their teacher. If the teacher is unable to speak to them in 

that lesson, they are expected to respond to feedback the following writing lesson.  

 The cycle of write, correct, improve, practice is encouraged to continue throughout a unit of work.  
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Key features of the Writing curriculum: 

 

 Clarity over what makes successful, age-appropriate writing 

o Using writing progression grids to support teachers in which key skills must be taught in each year group. 

o Such expectations are maintained using high quality models written by teachers  during planning and 

created in lessons through high quality modelled and shared writing with the children to ensure that children 

are exceptionally clear of outcomes. 

o Key stage 1 and 2 moderators working across the school to moderate writing and rev iew next steps/writing 

targets for each year group. 

 

 

 High expectations around key skills: spelling and grammar 

o Embedded in our writing curriculum is the application of age-appropriate spelling and grammatical skills. 

Applegarth now have a GPS overv iew in place for Years 1-6 which has been mapped out in light of 

national curriculum expectations for spelling and grammar. Explicit GPS sessions are taught daily across the 

school. 

o Opportunities for age-appropriate writing are mapped out in Applied Writing in Wider Curriculum across the 

academic year. This ensures that children are exposed to a range of genres and are able to consolidate 

and apply knowledge across the curriculum through their writing.  

o In SFA, children’s writing outcomes are tailored to their specific needs and indiv idual targets. 

o A GPS glossary has been created to ensure the consistent use of terminology across the school. 

 

 High expectations around key skills: phonics 

o Phonics is taught systematically from Nursery and through to Key Stage 2 as appropriate.  

o Staff are expected to be experts in their field and model the application of segmenting sounds to write 

phonetically plausible words with appropriate age groups. 

o Such skills are rev isited in Key Stage 2 using clarification strategies to support children in writing new words. 

 

 Cursive continuous handwriting- Children at Applegarth Academy learn continuous cursive handwriting and are 

encouraged to join up their letters at the earliest stages of writing.  

 

 Delivery: 

 

Collaboration Communication Curiosity 

 Talk tasks in groups or pairs to 

develop understanding 

 Accurate and appropriate 

vocabulary is used by all 

 High quality, engaging and 

context-driven texts 

 Editing and improving writing 

based on peer rev iew 

 Stem sentences are available 

and referred to in order to 

prov ide clarity 

 Children have the 

opportunity to explore why 
authors have written in 

particular ways and magpie 

this for their own writing. 

 


